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OLSCRJBE SHE PRESENT ANDORIG1gAL I fF KNOWN1 PHYSICAL A P P E A R ~ ~ C E  

The Moss Tobacco Factory is conspicuouly sited on the northwest coxner of Pain  and 
Seventh streets in Clarksville. E r e c t ~ d  in fwu stzges d u r i ~ q  the 1850s, the three-and-one- 
half-story,  four-course-American-bond bui ld ing  is a rare surviving example of an antebellum 
tobacco factory, 

Tnt principal (south) q3b'J e end conlains t h e  builc%ngTs main e n t r a n c e .  The central ly  
posit ioned firs t-f l o o r  entrance is deeply recessed and features a raked-paneled surround. 

, Thc recession is a later addi t ion  and has resulted i n  the Ioss of the original door,  boor- 

i ways for loading on the second and t h i r d  floors retain their original bo&le  d o o r a  and 
panel& surrounds. The doorgays are flanked by window openings that have lost their 
or ig ina l  f 2/12 hung sash. T i e  openinqs retain tl-refr -den segrr~ntal l i n t c l o ,  which are  
used throughout t h e  building's other elevations, Paired windows are fomd on the attic 

I story. The f i r s t -  and second-floor windows contain fxcn bazs .  

The west elevation consisLs of twelve bays coastructsd during t h e  1350s. %'he elevation 
o r i g i n a l l y  contained f i v e  distinct ent rances ,  A side entrance in the southwest bay and a 
loading entrance in the fourth bay heve beert eitcloaed by concreto blocks. A loading entrance 
on the first and second stories of the seventh bay and a side entrance in the tenth bay 
remain open. Many ot the w f n d u n ~  retain their oriqinal 12/12 hung sash and iron bars. 
%en first b u i l t ,  t he  roof contained a row of five dormers, which wre remved i n  the present 
century. A small cupold rei~lains. 

i* L i k e  the west e l eva t ion ,  khc c a s t  elevatian is comprised of twelve  bays. A 1 1  t h e  
first-f locr entries have been enclosed by concrete blocks. On t k e  second story, two 

: loading ect.rics in thc f i f t h  and eiqhkh bays remain open. Or ig ina l  12/12 hung sash and 

I i r o n  bazs are retained on same windows. 

; The three-and-one-half-story rear elevdtion consists of two bags. Sc-att ered w i n d o n s  

retain tha i r  o ~ i q i . n a 1  12/12 hung sash mQ iron bars. 
! I 

'While the  bui lding's  fnterior p1.sn has mdergane considerable a l t e r a t i o n ,  i t s  interior 
structural 6 u ~ p o r t  system has been p~oserved. The origindl Duxic column posts sugprt  
rough-hcwn joists on the first and qeoond floors. Original pine flboring sluviws 
throughout, The Zirst-f loor windows retain their f l u t e d  symmetrical architrave trim and 
mldcrl  cozner b3.0cks- 

RCC 

Boundary Just i f  ic,ation: - - -. 

Thc factory cccupies its orig inal  site on the northwest comer  01 Seventh and Main 
streets in C . l a r k s v l l l e .  Tile h u i l l l n g  is bovnded on rhe west b p  Seventh Street , on the 
south by Flain Btree.t , and on t he  north an3 cast by adjacent properties. It occupies n one- 
half-arcc l o t .  
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h%en Renjamia ile.nry Latrobe had leaves of --- WiccLiana Tabacurn car-ved on the capitals 
in the Senate wing of t h e  U.S. Capitol, he was honoring the  con t r ibu t ion  of tcbacco to 
her ica ' s  e c o n o d c  l i fe .  A l m o s t  a half-century later,  t he  region most r e s p o n s i b j . ~  for 
that  contribution was still parvadedby every phase of the tobacco industry. The Moss 
Tabocco Factory tn t h e  Town of Clarksville in llecklenb~~rg County s2rnains as  a relic of 
t h e  industrial and commerciaf production of tobacco in antebeilum Virginia. 

CLarksville had been a ccneer f o r  rcsaufacturing, qtoring, and marketing tobacco as 
early as 1819. Two tobacco factories were licensed in t ha t  year to "stem and manufacture 
tobacco". The increase of navigation on the Roanoke FLiver and the growth in farm produc- 
tion he lped  promote the town's thriving an~ebel lum tobacco rconomy. T ~ P  3855 Statistical 
Gazet teer  - of Virginia noted that the Town of Clarksville increased in population more 

I 
r ~ p i d J ~ 7  h ~ t w e e n  1845-1855 than any other 'village in the  s t a t = .  Thc Gazetteer a l ~ o  
obsesvsd rhnt 2000 hogsheads of tobacco were inspected thrrc annually auJ nhi~pcd "dom 
rivcr". The Moss To3acco Factory was a key factor in the term's annual product ion. 

Before 1842 Robert H. Moss, wfth various ~ s s o c i a r e s  and utlder var!o~is nazes, operated 
a t ~ b a c c o  factory in Clarksvi l le .  In 1842 Moss and William Kyle operated a factory under 
t h e  naqe of Kobert 11. Moss & Cu. The c o ~ p n c y  w.lpnt: tz.n$.rupt and hy 1850 was reestablishad 
~ 5 t h  Robc-rt H. and Reuben Moss and G e ~ t g e  E, Hamett, factory managcr, as partners in the 
f i r m  of Floss Brothcra h Co. The old f a c t o r y  was reopenpd, ancl b:;. 1553 a new building had 
been cons t rucred on land purchased by t h e  concern in 3852 from the Exchange Eank of Vire in ln .  

The type of b u i l d i n g  used in the n~anufacture of robaccc rznged f ro3  t h e  nondescript 
vnodfn shed of the  plantatian and Earn to tile larger three-2nd-one-ha lf-story br l c k  strlrcturc 
that kTas b u i l t  by ?loss an3 assessed fur  $12,000 in 1862. A contemporary and  local source, 
The ' l 'uba~co  - -- -3 P l a n t  rcport~d in 1859 that t h ~  ?om?.zny conducted "?he largest mnuf ncturing 
busiaess in t h e  L'nited States,  and, If so,  we prssurne the largest f n  the world. Wc are 
infamed that they employed 160 operatives during t h e  year 1858 ,  and that they p u t  up and 
sh ipped  upvards  of 10,000 b n x e s  o f  mnur'actured tobacco. " 

The "160 operatives'' mentioned in the paper indicate the  l a  bor-intenstwe nature of 
tobacco processing in the anteh~llun factory. The actual l abu r  force would havc consisted 
of hired slaves, usual 2y reti ted  on a ccntractual b a ~ i s  Eron nel  ghhorlnp, pl-antations. The 
larger establishrsntq, 3 i k ~  Eloss, were ~rganiz-ed w!th gn w:tzr~slt:! division oc 'Iahor. 
S t @ m r s  bcre skilled in removing the  m i d - r i b  from the tohacco leaf, dippers  appl ied  the 
secret flavorings, twisters f nshionsd the tobacco in to  twists, lump-makers rcodell.ed t h e  
p l u g s ,  r ~ d  yr lzeru  arid screwmen turner1 tha screw presses. TIIF wide use o f  manual l a b o r  
r e s ~ l l t f d  in a factory building similar .in des ign  t o  the t e x t i l e  buildicgs of  industrial New 
England, 

(See Continuation Sheet #1) 
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8. S IGAIFICANCE 

The Southern tobacco factory and New England textile mill were both rectangular 
brlck s tructures ,  f i f t y  by one hundred feet  or more, two to four stories in h e i g h t ,  and 
usuaXly cavered h y  a gable roof, Orcasionally, as seen on the  l853 William Grant factory 
in Richmond, t h e  tobacco factory would con ta in  a flat roo f ,  used to air  and suu dry the 
flavored tobacco. Both buildfngs canrained numerous windows, t h e  1 i gh r  'source for the 
manual  laborers. The antebellum tobacco factory ' a w i n d c : ~  were barred since some s laves  
were prone t o  escape. The Reu England worker" presence was assured Gy his economic 

3 situation. 

The MOSS Tobacco Fac to ry  operated u n t i l  1862, After the Civil Knr,  bankruptcy 
necessitated the sa le  of the propzrty. Sold at  auctfcrn on September 15, 1871, the 
prnperty Included "tobacco factory fixtures.. .sufficient to work 200 hands." Ry 1872 the 
factory bufldfng operated as an exchange or auction I~ousz  f o r  the s a l e  of tobacco then 
prncessed in EicIimond and Petersh~lrg. The factory cont i~aed  as a tobacco warehouse until 
 he Sollthside market became concsntrated in 'Danville. 752 building presently stands 
vacant, its future uncertain. 
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